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Dear Fellow Missourians,

We are pleased to present to you the 2017-2018 Missouri Official
Manual, more commonly known as the “Blue Book.” The term

“Blue Book” has been used since the 15th century to refer to large
compilations of statistics or information. The term gained popularity
when the United Kingdom used large, blue, velvet-covered books
for record-keeping in Parliament. In Missouri, in every other year
since 1878, this Blue Book has collected and displayed the most
comprehensive information on our state’s history and public servants.

Within the Official Manual, you will find information on Missouri’s
government officials, state and county agencies, state employees, and
other individuals and entities that work to ensure our government runs
efficiently.

Throughout this book, you’ll also find images capturing the work of other
important Missourians — the 400,000 family farmers, who make Missouri
the state with the second highest number of farms. This edition of the
Official Manual includes a tribute to our state’s roots in agriculture.

Hundreds of Missourians submitted photographs to our office, some of
which you will see throughout these pages, that reveal the beauty of
Missouri’s farmland and those who maintain it. Our state is comprised
of more than 28 million acres of farmland and more than 100,000 farm
operators, demonstrating Missouri is truly “Rooted in Agriculture.”

We want to extend a thank you to all of those Missourians who

helped celebrate our agricultural strengths by sending in photographs.
Additionally, this book is a result of the hard work and dedication of our
office’s Publications Division — Julie Stegeman, Michael Douglas-Llyr,
Alyssa Harker and Nick Omland. This latest compilation of Missouri’s
history is possible because of your commitment to its production and
accuracy. Thank you.

Sincerely,
(ot

John R. Ashcroft

Secretary of State
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